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Working with suppliers to 
develop reusable solutions 

given that disposable/plastics 
often industry default

Group 1 (Rita)

working to create design 
change across the supply- 
chain to capture different 
materials efficiently given 

convenience factor

design standardization 
across jurisdictions. eg 

int'l trade requires 
different pallet sizes.

EPR- how to force reusable- level 
fees to incentivize reusables 

rather than cheaper, disposable 
alternatives

eg- contract- based incentive

Working better to 
collaborate across 

provinces/jurisdictions

finding material 
alternatives for situations 
where we require single- 

serve packaging

educating markets to 
find suitable 

alternatives (suppliers- 
farmers)

Encourage our 
suppliers to use 

alternatives and prove 
their success.
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Partner and use 
reusable packaging 

with BCCDC
1.     FLW/Packaging Prevention - Transition to Loose/Bulk 
Foods Sales and Reusable/Refillable Containers at the 
Consumer Level
o   Determine viability and best practices for expanded use 
of loose/bulk food sales through research, then implement 
those practices; educate consumers on loose/bulk sale 
usage while minimizing food loss and waste (FLW).

QUESTION
1. Based on where your organization is at with respect to 
working on FLW and packaging, how do you recommend 
moving forward on this action? What role can your 
organization play? 

Isolate compostable 
plastics from other 
organic materials

Reach out to 
organizations like CSA. 
Aim for harmonization

Information 
sharing on 

available options

City work as 
facilitator

Discourage default 
use of single use 

alternatives

Facilitate connections 
in the industry 

(innovators to users, 
research, etc)

Product as a service 
model - shopping 

convenience
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4.    Packaging Prevention - Accelerate Buy- in and 
Implementation for Reusables and Refillables 
a.     Prioritize designs that incorporate reusable 
packaging across the supply chain (e.g., 
http://usereusables.org - pallets, transport containers)
b.    Expedite adoption of refillable initiatives (e.g., Loop 
and other local initiatives)

QUESTION
1. Based on where your organization is at with respect to 
working on FLW and packaging, how do you recommend 
moving forward on this action? What role can your 
organization play? 

Targeted best 
practices 
webinars

Action oriented 
roadmap (3 years) 
at municipal level

Utilizing 
networks to 

promote

Consumer 
awareness (small 

business)
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Recommendation 8:
National: Legislative Initiatives such as EPR, packaging 
certification, post consumer recycled content

1. Create national EPR implementation strategy, establish a 
national program
2. Establish packaging certification of recyclable and 
comparable packaging, ensure packaging used within the food 
industry is fully recyclable or compostable
3. Phase in increasingly rigorous post consumer recycled 
content requirements that include performance monitoring, 
reporting requirements, and communications.

QUESTION
1. Based on where your organization is at with respect to 
working on FLW and packaging, how do you recommend 
moving forward on this action? What role can your 
organization play? 
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Group 2 (Adriana)

Group 5 (Tamara)                                                                                        Group 4 (Jeannie Bertrand)

Group 3 (Alida)

Incorporate FLW 
as part of day to 

day work

Find unique 
forms of branding 

bulk food

Research for 
potential uses of 

reusable containers

Encouraging 
collaborations to 

leverage funds and do 
more research

COVID as an 
opportunity to 

change practices

Food Recovery 
Network- evaluate use 

of packaging to recover 
food

Convenience for 
distributors, not 
only consumers

Lobby provincial and 
federal governments 
from municpal level

centralized network 
with business case 

study related to 
actions

Measure impacts of 
the programs at the 
municipal level and 
developing metrics

Mapping of existing 
solutions. Don't need 
to reinvent the wheel.

Save on role: bring light 
to ongoing conversations 
in a national context with 
harmonization as a goal

Packaging consortium group - 
discussion underway on how 
to support business re bmp 

packaging types. Ideal to 
have 'one veroin of the truth'

Legislation 
closes gap - need 

plastic pact

BC context: RD reps meet with 
EPR agencies, determine ways to 
harmonize, work together. Bring 
similar groups together across 

provinces?

Some types of 
legislation can only 

happen at higher levels 
of government

We have global 
leadership potential 

here in Canada

Need specific groups to 
collaborate across regions 

to - BC examples BCPSC 
(gov) and SABC (stewards)

How develop a 
common 

guidebook around

smart label scan - let 
consumers check and 

see if its recyclable 
before purchasing.

Need ground up 
input along with top 

down legislation

best packaging options 
- need industry and 
government buy in 
across geography

Technology 
exists, need 

harmonization

4.     Packaging Prevention - Accelerate Buy- in and 
Implementation for Reusables and Refillables 
a.     Prioritize designs that incorporate reusable packaging 
across the supply chain (e.g., http://usereusables.org - pallets, 
transport containers)
b.     Expedite adoption of refillable initiatives (e.g., Loop and 
other local initiatives)

QUESTION
1. Based on where your organization is at with respect to 
working on FLW and packaging, how do you recommend 
moving forward on this action? What role can your 
organization play? 

8.     National – Various - National Legislative Initiatives
a.     Create a national EPR implement strategy, and establish a 
national program
b.     Establish packaging certification of recyclable or 
compostable packaging based on common standards, and 
ensure all packaging used within the food industry is fully 
recyclable or compostable.
c.      Phase in increasingly rigorous PCR requirements and a 
corresponding implementation strategy that includes 
performance monitoring and reporting requirements on 
meeting PCR and recycling targets, as well as communication 
around best practices for using PCR.

QUESTION

1. Based on where your organization is at with respect to 
working on FLW and packaging, how do you recommend 
moving forward on this action?

2. What role can your organization play?
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Funding for small 
businesses to use 

reusable packaging

Implement cleaning 
facilities for small 

businesses to provide and 
clean reusable packaging

Communicate to 
consumers 'why' and 

what options are 
available

Deposit based 
system for a high 

return rate

Obtain feedback 
from existing 

initiatives

Additional research into deposit 
return system versus amounts 

will drive further change. Is cost 
the way to drive high return rate 

other social pressure

Consider education 
and communication 

during roll- out

Remove obstacles - 
such as bylaws, health 

related rules on 
reusing recyclable

Group Introductions

Sue 
Maxwell
(Metro 
Van?)

Dayton Skei 
 (in vessel 
compost 
systems)

Shelby 
Willis

 (City of 
Leduc)

Alex 
Devonish 
(ECCC)

Krista 
Loewen 
(VanCity 

Credit Union)

ECCC is currently working on a number of 
these, see action plans. support 

harmonization, looking at standards 
(updates, options) focus on composting. 

standards don't match infrastructure. 
PCR requirements also in focus, qst is 

whether voluntary participation is 
enough.  More to come, can't get into 

specifics at this time as work is currently 
underway and plans are being 

developed.

Broad stroke 
communication is a 

challenge from the Feds in 
particular, best to message 
through local gov's. focus 
on wide reaching policy 
and standards instead.

The CCME action plan has provided 
direction so far, and BC has started, but 
has so far left thing up to producers for 

the most part. Anticipate additional 
categories and sections in the action 

plan, to allow specific product regulation, 
and put pressure and timeline of 
producers. challenge to manage 
incoming/imported products and 

materials. Need for additional public 
education re. EPR and the roles of public, 

producers, recyclers (clarify roles and 
expectations).

Need to account for 
regional differences 
as well; prairies have 
different dynamics 

than other locations 
(Ontario blue box, 
BC existing EPR)

push for higher 
standards, highlighting, 

participating in 
discussion, and 

encouraging others to 
participate in 
discussion.

mainly work in compost space, 
installing in- vessel composters at 

waste generation locations 
(malls, offices, apts).  Work on 
communication with building 

managers, tenant engagement, 
site managers.  Expanding to 

Ontario next.  Public education, 
bioplastics research in units to 

determine rate of 
decomposition,

Consider where 
materials will go 

that is 
accessible to the 

public

Convenience 
for those 
accessing 
facilities

AB is not currently under an EPR 
arrangement, but Council and 
staff at Leduc are supporting 

initiatives to get a program up 
and running.  Currently using 

ARMA programs, and supporting 
political push for adoption of 
EPR program.  (Sharing voice 

through channels such as RCA, 
UMA, and others)

Clear actions 
to the public 

versus 
conflicting 
messaging.

Research into 
behavioural 

economics for 
decision 
making

supporting 
current 

programs and 
voice support.

as part of a financial institution, they 
have goals and standards for 

sustainability and commitment to 
investment into the community (FLW 
project), participating in CE projects 
(oceanwise), engagement tools and 

upstream solutuion sto plastic waste.  Sit 
on committees and discussion with Env 

Minister, 
(VancCity Credit union )

First step is to vet 
options, discuss in 
detail, consolidate 
and begin to build 

consensus. 
Common will is 
coming to light.

Government is 
engaging industry 
to get initial input 

(Minister 
Wilkinson)

5% of visa fees go to envirofund 
program, which focuses on CE, 

sustainability and different 
projects.  increasing political 
influence based on historic 

involvement, response to COVID, 
good PR resulting from various 

actions.  Focus on financial 
equity has gained political 

traction.

EPR

Packaging 
certification

govt: reducing 
options for 

disposables, 
influencing 
consumer 
behaviour

Postconsumer 
recycling content

Implement 
deposit systems

http://usereusables.org/
http://usereusables.org/

